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SUBJECT: PRISONER TRANSFER 

REF: STATE 118504 

1 . FOLLOWING RESPONSE PARALLELS PARAGRAPHS IN REFTEL. 

2. PARA 2: MEXICO CITY CONSULAR DISTRICT HAS AT PRESENT 
NO CASES OF PRISONERS (1) UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE, 

(2) HELD IN CIVIL COMMITMENT AS ADDICTS, OR (3) 

HOSPITALIZED AS INSANE. IN THE EMBASSY'S EXPERIENCE, 

DIFFICULT MENTAL CASES MERITING HOSPITALIZATION ARE EITHER 
DEPORTED OR ARE TRIED WITHOUT ADDRESSING QUESTION OF MENTAL 
COMPETENCE. IN EMBASSY'S VIEW, THERE ARE TWO CASES OF 
IMPRISONED INDIVIDUALS WHO SHOULD BE HOSPITALIZED IF 
RETURNED TO U.S. - ONE IN MEXICO CITY, THE OTHER IN THE 
MONTERREY CONSULAR DISTRICT. 

3. PARA 3: MCANINCH AND GAITHER (STARRS ON LEAVE) CONCUR 
IN RECOLLECTION OF DEPARTMENT ON ISSUE OF PAYMENT OF 
REPARATIONS. SUBSEQUENT TO SIGNING OF TREATY, EMBASSY 
LEGAL ADVISER GAITHER RAISED THIS POINT SPECIFICALLY WITH 
UNDER SECRETARY ROSENZWEIG DIAS AND RECEIVED SAME RESPONSE. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 MEXICO 08258 251746Z 

HOWEVER, EMBASSY IS NOT CERTAIN THAT THIS VIEW WILL BE HELD 
BY ATTORNEY GENERAL AND DOUBT WE COULD GET A DEFINITIVE 
RESPONSE AT THIS STAGE IN AG'S PREPARATION TO IMPLEMENT 
TREATY. WE WILL RAISE ISSUE WITH AG AND REPORT WHEN A 
DEFINITIVE OPINION IS RECEIVED. 

4. PARA 5: EMBASSY WILL POUCH OFFICIAL CITATIONS FOR 
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MEXICAN SENATE ACTION IN TREATY (DIARIO OFFICIAL, JANUARY 
28, 1977). WE DO NOT BELIEVE PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNATION OF 
"AUTHORITY" HAS YET BEEN PUBLISHED. 

5. PARA 6: EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED MANY ALLEGATIONS FROM 
AMERICAN PRISONERS WHO CLAIM THEY WERE COMPELLED TO SIGN 
CONFESSIONS IN SPANISH WHICH WERE EITHER NOT TRANSLATED FOR 
THEM OR WERE INADEQUATELY TRANSLATED. THE PRINCIPAL 
DIFFICULTY ARISES IN THE INVESTIGATIVE STAGE WHICH IS PRIOR 
TO THE CASE BEING SUBMITTED TO THE MINISTERIO PUBLICO 
(PROSECUTIVE AUTHORITY) OR JUDGE. IN EMBASSY VIEW, IT HAS 
LIKELY BEEN FREQUENT THAT STATEMENTS SIGNED DURING THE 
INVESTIGATIVE STAGE WERE MADE WITHOUT ADEQUATE TRANSLATION, 
IF ANY. ONCE THE CASE IS TRANSMITTED TO THE PROSECUTIVE 
AUTHORITY OR JUDGE IN MEXICO CITY, EMBASSY IS OF VIEW THAT 
A TRANSLATER/INTERPRETER IS NORMALLY PRESENT. HIS 
COMPETENCE MAY BE LOW DUE TO INABILITY TO PAY COST OF 
COMPETENT TRANSLATER/INTERPRETER. 

OUTSIDE MEXICO CITY, PROBLEM IS MORE SEVERE PRESUMABLY 
OWING TO DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING INTERPRETERS/TRANSLATORS. 
CALDERHEAD 
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